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An Interim Report of a Sociological Study 
on Athletes’ Careers and Expenditure
Yusuke HAMADA
Abstract
The purpose of this study is to explore how lived experiences of athletes’ expenditure in 
competitive sports are positioned in lifelong careers of them. I conducted fieldwork in triathlon races 
and interviewing with a triathlete and other people who were involved in the sport. As the data 
analysis progressed, the existence of “third athletes” that is neither professional nor amateur has 
emerged as a new, important concept.
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